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May 3, 1990
UM *S MANSFIELD CONFERENCE SET FOR MAY 20-21,
FEATURING MONDALE, NADER, VOLCKER AND SANDEL
MISSOULA —
To consider the often conflicting pressures of public trust and 
private interests, the University of Montana’s 1990 Mansfield 
Conference has assembled a stellar slate of speakers: former Vice
President Walter Mondale, consumer advocate Ralph Nader, former 
Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker and Harvard University 
government Professor Michael Sandel.
The free public conference, funded by the Burlington Northern 
Foundation, is scheduled for Sunday and Monday, May 20 and 21, in the 
Montana Theatre of UM's Performing Arts and Radio\Television Center.
The conference theme, part of the Mansfield Center's traditional 
focus on ethics and public affairs, explores the tensions of 
upholding the public trust in a society which places heavy emphasis 
on private interests, Mansfield Center Director Paul Lauren said. To 
discuss the questions and quandaries raised by that situation, the 
center recruited four prominent Americans with unique perspectives.
”To explore the dual nature of the American system, we brought 
in Michael Sandel, a political philosopher," Lauren said. "To 
explore the relationship between public trust and public service, we 
invited Paul Volcker, who has more than 30 years of public service
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under both Democratic and Republican presidents. And when we asked, 
'who would be the best person in the United States to address the 
question of protecting the public trust?’ Ralph Nader automatically 
came to mind.
"To explore the tensions of holding that trust, we wanted 
someone with long personal political experience ... in both the 
legislative and executive branches, and someone who’s retired [from 
politics], because people who are retired tend to be a little more 
honest about these kinds of issues," Lauren said. "There are 
probably only three people who would qualify under that description, 
and Walter Mondale was the first one we asked."
Mondale, the Democratic presidential nominee in 1984, will open 
the conference at 7:30 p.m. Sunday with his speech on "Tensions 
Between the Public Trust and Private Interests in American Politics." 
He represented Minnesota in the U.S. Senate for 12 years before 
joining Jimmy Carter’s successful campaign for the White House in 
1976. He was the first vice president to have an office in the White 
House and to serve as a full-time adviser and trouble shooter. 
According to Paul Light, author of "Vice Presidential Power," Mondale 
was "the most effective vice president of this century, if not in 
history. He set the standard by which all future vice presidents 
will be measured." Mondale is the author of "The Accountability of 
Power: Toward a Responsible Presidency" and "Educating Our Citizens: 
The Search for Excellence." A practicing attorney, he is a partner 
in the Minneapolis law firm of Dorsey and Whitney.
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Sandel, one of the nation’s leading authorities on political 
thought and philosophy, will kick off Monday’s events with a 10 a.m. 
lecture on ’’The Nature of the Public Trust and Private Interests."
He has taught political philosophy at Harvard since 1980, and in 1985 
was awarded the Harvard-Radcliffe Phi Beta Kappa Teaching Prize. He 
serves on the university’s Committee on Ethics and the Professions. 
His book "Liberalism and the Limits of Justice" is a widely discussed 
critique of contemporary liberal political philosophy, and he is 
working on a book about the prospects for democracy in contemporary 
America. He edited the book "Liberalism and Its Critics," and has 
contributed to The New York Times Book Review, the New Republic, 
Dissent, and Political Theory.
At 3 p.m. Monday, Nader will speak about "Protecting the Public 
Trust." A tireless crusader for the public interest, he first gained 
national attention in 1965 when, as an unknown lawyer, he took on the 
Detroit automobile industry with his book "Unsafe at Any Speed."
Since then, he has written, co-authored or edited many books, 
including "Action for a Change," "Corporate Power in America," "Who 
Runs Congress?" and "The Big Boys: Power and Position in American 
Business." Widely recognized as the founder of the consumer rights 
movement, Nader has created numerous public interest organizations 
including The Public Citizen, Congress Watch, Center for Science in 
the Public Interest, Center for the Study of Responsive Law, and the 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group. In 1985, The New Republic said 
of Nader, "no living American is responsible for more concrete
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improvements in our society."
The conference will end with Volcker’s lecture, "The Public 
Trust and Public Service," at 7:30 p.m. Monday. Volcker's career as 
a public servant spans 30 years and five presidents -- from John 
Kennedy to Ronald Reagan. According to Common Cause President Fred 
Wertheimer, he "is a role model of what a public official should be." 
After working for the U.S. Treasury and the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, he was named chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System by President Carter in 1979. He continued in 
that position in the Reagan administration until 1987, when he 
returned to private life as chairman of the investment advising firm 
James D. Wolfensohn Inc. and as the Frederick Schultz Professor of 
International Economic Policy at Princeton University. He also 
serves as volunteer chairman of the U.S. Commission on the Public 
Service.
For further information, call the Mansfield Center at 243-2988.
###
NOTE: Photos of the four 1990 Mansfield Conference speakers are
available through the UM News and Publications Office, 243-2522.
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